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Ireland dog facts 

Å49% of Irish households have at least 1 dog

ÅUnlike most of western Europe dogs still 
outnumber cats as preferred pet by as much 
as 3 times

ÅNumber of dogs in Ireland : best average 
750,000

ÅGreatest concentration in Urban conurbations 
and East coast



The benefits of dog ownership for 
children

ÅHealth
ÅBuilding immune system.
ÅPet ownership was significantly associated with better 

school attendance rates
ÅAutism
ÅObesity & exercise
Åpositive interaction with dogs  has also been proven to 

speed up the patient recovery process.
Åpresence of animals in institutional settings creates a more 

homely and less intimidating atmosphere ( Peata& Therapy 
dogs )



Social Benefits of dog ownership

ÅSocial benefits 
ÅChildren in dog owning 

families also have more 
traditional values, 
better academic 
achievement and 
greater respect for their 
parents. 
Åincreased reading 

ability when child reads 
to dog
Ånon- judgemental

ÅSocial confidence
Ådog ownership exerts a 

protective influence on 
the behaviour:  reduced 
vandalism and gang 
membership, drugs and 
crime

Åresearch shows that pets 
help single children  
develop greater empathy, 
higher self-esteem, and 
increased participation in 
social and physical 
activities.



Dogs and children : disadvantages
Zoonoses: transmittable diseases from dog

Infectious saliva-
Rabies Pasteurella-
Capnocytophaga
Brucella

Faecal transmission
- Salmonella
- Campylobacter
- Giardialamblia
- Toxocaracanis
- Ancylostomacaninum
- Echinococcus
- Dipylidiumcaninum
- Drug-resistant bacteria

Insect bites
- Lyme disease
- Dirofilariaimmitis (Dog 
heartworm)
- Leishmania

Aerosol
- Bordetellabronchiseptica
- Coxiellaburnetii

Contaminated urine
- Leptospirosis

Contaminated dog food
- Salmonella
Direct contact
- Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus



Dogs and children : disadvantages
Zoonoses: The solution 

Dog

ÅRegular health checks with 
vet

ÅRequires regular worming 

ÅRegular flea and tick  
treatments 

Children 

ÅTeaching children to wash 
hands 

ÅTeaching owners to pick up 
droppings

Biggest disadvantage :   DOG  BITES 



Dog bites in Ireland 

ÅOverall Numbers not known 
because many minor bites  not 
reported  

Å But severe bites  causing 1 day 
or more stay in hospital : 

Å average 160 per year of which 
120 will be to children

Å 80% of children will be under 
10 years 

Å 80% will be boys

Location of bite 

Å 90% of bites to Children are 
to face and head : leads to 
scarring 

ÅMost dog bites are by family 
ƻǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŘƻƎ ie known by 
child. 

ÅGenerally single bite 

ÅAt home or leisure areas 

Å In summer  & during hot 
weather



Ireland: comparison 

Country Hospital discharges  per 
100,000 dogs 

Hospital discharges  per 1 
million people

Ireland 29 50

Sweden Not known 28

Netherlands 14.6 14

Ireland has a hospital discharge rate, due to dog bite, substantially higher than 
countries with similar populations. 

Why should the rates be significantly higher in Ireland , especially when the majority 
of bites are to children, from, largely, dogs that are known to the victim  ?

Social and cultural attitudes..... or a lack of education on dog issues ?

Most bites are preventable 



Dog bites 

Å3 scenarios where most bites occur :

ÅWaking up the dog suddenly

ÅApproaching when resource guarding  (food or 
toys)

ÅIgnoring / not understanding the warning signals 

ÅAll 3   can be avoided though training and 
education 



Dog bite prevention

History  of IKC involvement 

ÅPrinted media  in IKC 
magazine 

ÅFocused on dog bite 
prevention 

ÅHandouts at public events 
egtŜǘ 9ȄǇƻΩǎ 

ÅBut only piecemeal / 
individual approach



IKC response 

Initial proposals 

ÅVisiting schools 

ÅWith dogs 

Objections 

ÅRequires volunteers in area 

ÅDogs  which have been 
tested and passed as 
suitable 

Å Insurance 

ÅConsent required by 
principals and parents for 
students to attend ( health  
or religious issues)



Access to schools : Volunteers 

ÅAll Volunteers required  to be vetted and 
certified by Police under child protection 
scheme

ÅNational coverage difficult to achieve

ÅSmall rural schools difficult to visit 

ÅUnlikely to visit all schools in same year



Technical solution 

ÅSchools in Ireland have 
technology in the 
classroom  

(laptop / digital 
whiteboards / 
presentation software )

ÅTeachers have 
presentation skills 

ÅProvide Teachers with 
the information 

ÅDownloads of 
educational  material 
programme from IKC 
website 

ÅPresentation in MS and 
Mac  versions 

Å¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ōǊŜŀƪ 
out material  and games 



School Trial 

ÅTrialled in National 
Primary Schools

ÅFeedback / Results



Always

Be

Careful

IKC  ABC scheme 

Yƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ !./ΩǎΥ 5ƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
An educational programme for Schools from the Irish Kennel Club 



ÅWith the kindness of the Lithuanian Kennel Club  
the IKC has used  their presentation with 
additional material .
ÅA lesson plan is included 
ÅThis material is open ended scenarios so that 

discussions can take place 
ÅThey are intended to reinforce  the lessons from 

the Lithuanian KC  material 
ÅPresenter notes suggest possible points for 

discussion



Teacher notes 



Body Language 
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